
8/15/2019 PAFFREL says PC Polls should be close to Presidential

https://ceylontoday.lk/print-more/37962 1/2

29 MOSTLY CLOUDY 
COLOMBO 

Type Here

  Paper Subscriptions

LOCAL WORLD BUSINESS POLITICS SPORTS INTERVIEWS ENTERTAINMENT SCIENCE

GALLERY CARTOON

ABOUT US   ARCHIVE  E-PAPER

ADVERTISE JOBS CONTACT US

COLUMN FEATURES PRINT EDITION

By Buddhika Samaraweera

People's Action for Free and Fair Elections (PAFFREL) Executive Director Rohana Hettiarachchi

said, if the Provincial Council (PC) Poll was to be held according to the response of the Supreme

Court (SC) to the inquiry made by President Maithripala Sirisena, it should be held on a day

close to the upcoming Presidential Election, adding that if the Government does not do so, it

would cause serious damage to the democratic rights of the people.

He also said, the results of the Presidential Election could have a direct impact on the outcome

of the PC Polls, and therefore both Elections should be held on nearby days. Hettiarachchi

further claimed that after the political parties win the PC Polls separately, the manner in which

they would be organised would determine who would be the next President. He also said, the

Government could save about Rs 2,000 million by holding the PC Polls and the Presidential

Election on two nearby days.

Attending a press conference held in Colombo yesterday (14), he also said that although various

parties had accused the Election Commission (EC) for postponing the PC Polls, it was the

politicians including President Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe who were

responsible for it, emphasising that the EC had done everything possible to hold the PC Polls.

Hettiarachchi claimed that it had been delayed for more than two years, due to the lack of

support from politicians and political parties.

"The Legislature and the Legislators have disregarded the laws that are relevant to the PC Polls.

The new election system was introduced as a tactic to postpone the Elections. Both the PC Polls

and the Presidential Election should be held together.

 Sirisena, Wickremesinghe and the entire political arena should be accountable. Instead of

making arrangements for the people to have their right to vote, the rulers are using Elections

for their own personal and party victories.  If the Government really wants to hold the PC Polls,

it can be carried out by a very small amendment. "

Speaking further, Hettiarachchi added, the Government and the Opposition should not play

with public money, and added that public money should not be used to strengthen their own

PAFFREL says PC Polls
should be close to
Presidential

MOST POPULAR

CT NEWS

SPORTS

Dovizioso wins last
corner thriller in
Austria
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

POLITICS

Harin's 'Sajith Enawa'
rally kicks o� in
Badulla today
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

POLITICS

President returns
from Cambodia

  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

LOCAL

Muslims around world
celebrate Eid al-Adha

  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

POLITICS

SLFP to take
consensual decision

  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

LOCAL

Reports on SL
terrorists in
Philippines doubtful -
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

SPORTS

Focus on Test cricket
after WC - Stead

  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

LOCAL

Sudden increase in
wind speed expected
in country
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

ENTERTAINMENT

K-pop group BTS to
take 'extended' break
from performing
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO

CT NEWS

LOCAL

180 drunk drivers
arrested during past
24 hours
  UPDATED 3 DAYS AGO



https://ceylontoday.lk/home
https://ceylontoday.lk/home
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/8
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/5
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/14
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/7
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/4
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/6
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/2
https://ceylontoday.lk/news/15
https://ceylontoday.lk/gallery
https://ceylontoday.lk/cartoon
https://ceylontoday.lk/about-us
http://www.mawbima.lk/
https://ceylontoday.lk/archive
https://ceylontoday.lk/epaper
https://ceylontoday.lk/advertise
https://ceylontoday.lk/apply
https://ceylontoday.lk/contact
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6428
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6429
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6430
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6431
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6432
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6433
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6434
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6435
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6436
https://ceylontoday.lk/news-more/6437


8/15/2019 PAFFREL says PC Polls should be close to Presidential

https://ceylontoday.lk/print-more/37962 2/2

political structures.

Meanwhile, he claimed that it should be taken into serious consideration whether a candidate

would be able to obtain 51 per cent of the votes in the upcoming Presidential Election. He

recalled that in all Presidential Elections that had been held thus far, candidates had won a

significant percentage of the votes only on two occasions, where former President Chandrika

Bandaranaike Kumaratunga obtained the highest percentage of 62.28 per cent in the Election

held in 1994.

"In the 2015 Presidential Election, there were 19 candidates. Of these, 17 received only 134,000

votes, so they were not able to influence the main candidates. Therefore, there was no need for

the second and third preferential votes to be counted.

 Accordingly, in addition to the main candidates, there are several candidates who can get a

significant number of votes in the upcoming Election. People are talking about some strong

candidates representing political parties, civil organisations and professionals, and in case they

get 500,000 votes, the probability for a winning candidate to obtain 51 per cent of the vote will

be low," Hettiarachchi said.

He claimed, the Presidential Election would be a decisive election and said the public should be

made aware of the use of second and third preferences, as they had no experience in using the

second and third preferences in the past.

GENERAL:

+94 0117 566 566

EDITORIAL:

+94 117 566 522

+94 117 566 526

+94 117 566 527

EMAIL:

editor@ceylonnewspapers.lk

CEYLON NEWSPAPERS (PVT) LTD

No 101, Rosmead Place, Colombo 7 .
Sri Lanka

CONTACT:

 
Order online
to your doorstep!

YOUR NAME

YOUR EMAIL

CONTACT NUMBER Time peri

Location

ORDER NOW!

 
Search on
Our news archive!

SEARCH ON ARCHIVE

SEARCH

 
Sign up
Our newsletter!

YOUR EMAIL

SIGN ME UP

QUICK LINKS

GALLERY

CARTOON

ABOUT US

ADVERTISE

JOBS

CONTACT US

MAGAZINES

BANDA COMES TO TOWN

EDITORIAL

CEYLON POLITICS

TALKING CRICKET

MINORITY PERSPECTIVES

FEATURES

HEALTH HOROSCOPE

HOME TECH TALK

LOOK MOSAIC

SCRIBBLER TEEN INC

ECHO POLITICS

GLAMOUR GETAWAY

PRINT EDITION

NEWS

COLUMNS

SPORTS

FOCUS

INTERVIEW

FT

OPINION

All the content on this website is copyright protected and can be reproduced only by giving the due courtesy to ceylontoday.lk | Copyright ©

2019 Ceylon Newspapers (Pvt) Ltd.

Created by 



mailto:editor@ceylonnewspapers.lk
https://ceylontoday.lk/gallery
https://ceylontoday.lk/cartoon
https://ceylontoday.lk/about-us
https://ceylontoday.lk/advertise
https://ceylontoday.lk/apply
https://ceylontoday.lk/contact
https://ceylontoday.lk/columns/18
https://ceylontoday.lk/columns/16
https://ceylontoday.lk/columns/8
https://ceylontoday.lk/columns/7
https://ceylontoday.lk/columns/6
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/13
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/12
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/11
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/10
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/8
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/7
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/6
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/5
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/4
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/3
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/2
https://ceylontoday.lk/feature/1
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/2
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/3
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/4
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/5
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/6
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/7
https://ceylontoday.lk/print-edition/8
https://www.listudiosl.com/

